Dreamweaver Lesson 1 Worksheet

Philip Tubman 29/02/08
How to get into Dreamweaver on a University of Plymouth PC?
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Figure 1
(Start > All Programs > University Software > Software M to O > Macromedia > Dreamweaver)

OR:

Members of staff can get the Dreamweaver CD from the library counter collection, which they can install on their home PCs or laptops for university work out of campus.

Notice that the ‘Macromedia’ folder includes a suite of programs. These are all relevant for web design. 

Below is a table which highlights the main Macromedia programs used in web development alongside a list of programs which do the same job that you may have heard of before.
	Macromedia Program
	Used for…
	Other similar packages you may have heard of…

	Dreamweaver
	HTML editing, web page design
	Frontpage



	Fireworks
	Image editing for web
	Photoshop, Imageready, CoralDraw

	Flash
	Interactive programs
	Director, Authorware


What’s what on the Dreamweaver interface?
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Figure 2
A – This is the filename of the document

B – This is to switch between HTML-only (code) view, and design view and split screen (half code, half design)

C - This is the title of the document. It will appear in the very top left of the browser window, as shown below. The title of the page below is ‘The University of Plymouth’
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Figure 3
D – This is the Properties section. From here you can format the text (size, colour, font), create hyperlinks and access the properties of the page.

E – This is where you can change the text on the page to be Bold or Italic, and also the justification on the line (left, centre, right, justified).

F – This is where you can create hyperlinks. ‘Target’ will open the hyperlink in either the same window, or a new window.

G – This is to indent the text on the page, to create a numbered list, or a bulleted list.

H – This is where you can change the properties of the page
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Figure 4
You can change the page background colour, the background image, default text colour here. 

I – If you have defined a site in Dreamweaver, the files will be shown here. That is to say, if you have pointed Dreamweaver to the folder where you are keeping your files, you can see them here. (more about this further on)
Task 1 – creating a new page
1. Open Dreamweaver as shown above (figure 1), and choose File > New 

The following window will appear:
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Figure 5
Dreamweaver can create several types of file. We are looking for a Basic Page > HTML for normal web editing. The other file types are for advanced use of Dreamweaver, some of which will be covered in the 4 sessions.

2. The window should look like Figure 2 above now, click the Page Properties button (H) on the properties bar (D). You can also access this dialogue box by Modify > Page Properties (or Cntl + J).
3. Change the colour of the background for this page to black and the default text colour to white.
4. Click OK on the Page Properties window and start typing into the page. Type your name and occupation into the page. Format the text using (E) and (G) in figure 2 above.

5. You now have a webpage, but you will need to save it before you can preview the file in an actual browser window. 
6. To Preview the file in a browser window you need to press F12 or use the file menu as shown below:
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Figure 6
7. *Dreamweaver will prompt you to save the file before it can preview it. Always save files to the same folder – I always call the folder ‘WEBSITE’ to avoid any confusion.

a. Create a new folder called DREAMWEAVER on your memory stick

b. Create a sub folder called WEBSITE in there

c. Save the file into the WEBSITE folder (you will see as we add more pages and files to this website the reasoning behind a-d here)

d. Save the file as ‘black.htm’, or ‘black.html’ depending on the default extension for dreamweaver. Both are fine, just be consistent.
8. The file will appear in a browser window (probably IE7). Now you need to add hyperlinks to make the web page function properly….

9. Close the browser to return to Dreamweaver so you can add hyperlinks.

Task 2 - Adding Hyperlinks
You should have your *black* web page back in the Dreamweaver interface now. We are going to add hyperlinks, first to an external site, and open them in the same, and new browser windows.
1. Type ‘University of Plymouth’ into your web page.
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Figure 7

2. Highlight the text and type http://www.plymouth.ac.uk into the Link bar (circled above).

3. Press F12 to Preview in Browser (see Task1 Stage 6 and 7 above), and save the file.
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Figure 8
4. Your page should look like the one above. Notice how the text is underlined. You may have blue text, the one above is purple because that is the default setting for a link that has been clicked previously. You can change the default text colour for links in the Page Properties. (see interface diagram above) 
5. Close the browser window to return to Dreamweaver.

6. Highlight the link again and look at the ‘Target’ dropdown in the properties menu.
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Figure 9
7. Select ‘_blank’. This will make the hyperlink open in a new browser window. 
8. Press F12 to preview in a browser window. The Plymouth homepage will appear in a separate browser window.
Task 3 – Tying it together to create interlinking pages
You should have a *black* webpage with a hyperlink/ several hyperlinks. We are now going to create a new page, save it to the same folder as the other one, and link between the 2.
1. In Dreamweaver, select File > New and choose basic page > HTML from the category (see task 1 above)
2. Leave this page white, and type ‘link to black page’ onto it.

3. Save the white file to the same folder as the black file.

4. Select the text, and type the filename of the black page into the ‘Link’ property. (I have used black.htm, but your version of Dreamweaver may be set up for the .html extension – both are fine so long as you keep it consistent throughout.

a. You could also click the folder button next to the link field
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Figure 10
5. This opens up a windows explorer view, so you can navigate to the *black.htm* file.
6. Press F12 to preview your file in the browser.
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Figure 11
7. The link above will open your black page. By adding several pages together like this, you can create a website.
Now we can define the site in Dreamweaver to fully use the interface.

Task 4 – Defining a site in Dreamweaver

Dreamweaver has a fantastic interface for keeping the file structure of your web site in check. All you need to do is point Dreamweaver to your ‘WEBSITE’ folder, and it will show all the files and subfolders to the right of the interface.
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Figure 12
1. Go to Site > New Site from the main horizontal menu
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Figure 13
2. The following dialogue box appear
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Figure 14
3. Choose ‘Advanced’ (circled above), and fill in a name for your site, and where the ‘local root folder’ is. This means the ‘WEBSITE’ folder (if you have been following my file management instructions).

4. *Choose ‘Remote Info’ and choose ‘None’ from the drop down menu for this site.
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Figure 15
5. Select OK, and your site files should appear on the interface to the right. The website below has subfolders, and all the files in the site are organised into them.
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Figure 16
Task 5 – Homework

Create another 2 pages to add to the website and try to make them all link together, so you can get from any page to any page in 1 click. 

Summary

What you should be able to do now:

1. Find Dreamweaver on a uni PC

2. Create a new page in Dreamweaver and edit the page properties

3. Create hyperlinks in the pages to external sites

4. Create hyperlinks in the pages to other web pages in a site

5. Manage the files needed to create a website properly

6. Define your site in Dreamweaver for easier design and linking.
7* File management is central to web design. 


ALWAYS KEEP ALL YOUR WEB PAGES IN THE SAME FOLDER. THIS MAKES LINKING BETWEEN THEM EASIER.


I always create a subfolder called WEBSITE – All web pages and associated files go in here.





Q. When do you think it would be useful to open a link in a new window?


A. For external sites. You may not want your website to go completely when you click away on an external link. 





*You can fill in the details of your FTP server into this window here if you have one.


At the University of Plymouth, files are generally copied onto the server outside of Dreamweaver, so we shall just pick ‘None’ for now.





Tip: 


You may need to define the site again if you are moving from a training PC to your own desktop. 


Keep the site saved to your memory stick though so you can bring it back next week!!








